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PROPOSALS 


Humbly offered 
To the Lords and Commons in the 


preſent ConvenNT1ON, for Settling 
of the Government, e&>c. 


My Lords and Gentlemen ; | | 
Y OU are Aſſembled upon Matters of the higheſt 


Importance to England aud all Chriſtendom; and 

the reſult of your Thoughts,in this Convention, 
will make a namerows Poſterity Happy or Miſerable. If 
therefore I have met with any Thing that I think worthy of 
your Conſideration, 1 ſhould think my ſelf wanting in that 
Duty which I owe to my Country and Mankind, if I ſhould 
not lay it before You. If there be (as ſome ſay) certain 
Lineaments in the Face of Truth, with which one cannot 
be deceiv'd, becauſe they are not to be connterfeited ; T hope, 


the Conſiderations which I preſume to offer You, will meet 
with your Approbation : That, bringing back our Conſti- 


| t#tion to its firſt and pureſt Original, refining it from 
ſeme groſs Abuſes, and ſupplying its Defefts, Tou may 
be the Joy of the preſent Age, and the Glory of Poſte- 
rity. 


F ir it, 
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Irſt, *Tis neceſſary to diſtingniſh between Power it (elf, the 
þ Deſignation of the Perſons Governing, and the Form of Ge. 
vernment. For, 

1. All Power is from God as the Fountain and Original. 

2. The Deſignationof the Perfons, and the Form of Go. 
vernment,is eirther, Firſt, immediately from God,as in the Cafe 
of Saul and David, and the Government of the Jevs ; or, Se. 
condly, from the Community,.chuſing ſome Form of Goyern- 
ment, and ſubjefing themſelves to it, But it muſt be noted, 
that though Sul and David had a Divine Deſignation, yer the 
People allembled ; and in a General Aﬀembly, by their Votes, 
- freely choſe them : Which proves, that there can be no order- 
ly or. laſting Government, without Conſent of the People Tacit 
or Expreſs'd ; and God himſelf wonld not put Men under a Go- 
vernor without their Conſent, And in caſe of a Conqueſt, the 
People may be called Priſoners.or Salves ( which is a State con- 
trary tothe Nature of Man) but they cannot be properly Sub- 
jets, till their Wills be brought to ſubmit to the Government : 
So that Conqueſt may make Way for a Government, but it can- 

not conflitute it. | 

Secondly, There is a Supreme Power in every Community, 
eſſential to it, ard inſeparable from it 3 by which,if it be not» 
mited immediately by God, it can fornvit ſelf into any kindof 
Government.. And in ſome extraordinary Occzlions, when 
the Safety and Peace of the Publick necellarily require it, can 
ſupply the Defects, reform the Abuſcs, and re-eſtabliſh the true 
Fundamentals of the Goyernment ; by Purging, Refining, and 
bringing Things back to their. firſt Original : Which Power 
may be called, The Supreme Power Real, 

Thirdly, - When the Community has made choice of ſome 
Form of Government, and fubje&ted themſelves to -it, having 
inveſted ſome Perſon or Perſons with the Supreme Poper : The 
Power in thoſe Perſons may be. called, The Supreme Power 
Per ſonal. J 

Fourthly, If this Form be a mix*d Government of Monarchy, 
Ariſtocracy and Democracy ;, and, for the eaſy Execution of-the 
Laws, the Executive Power be lodg'd in a fingle Perſon , He has, 
A. Supreme Pewer Perſonal, quoad hoc. 


Fifthly 
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 Fifthly,, The Supreme Power Perſonal of England, is in Kingss 
Lords, and Commons ;, and ſo it was in Effe& agreed to, by 
King Charles the Firſt, in his Anſwer to the nineteen Propoſiti- 
ons ; and reſolved by the Convention of Lerds and Commons 
in the Year 1660. And note, That the Ads of that Conven- 
tion, tho neyer confirmed by Parliament, have been [taken for 
Law; and particularly by the Lord Chief Juſtice Hales. 

Rn _ The Sapreme Power Perſonal of England fails three 
Ways. 

1. Tis Diſſolved : For twoEſſential Parts fail. 1. A King, 

2, A Houſe of Commons ; which cannot be called according 
to the Conſtitution, the King being gone, and the Freedom of 
Eleftion being deſtroyed by the King's. Incroachments. 

2, The King; has forfeited his Power ſeveral, Ways. Sub- 
jetion ta the Biſhop of Rome, is the Subjection againſt which, 
our Laws cry loudeſt : And even Barclay (that Monarchical 

Politician) acknowledges, That if a King alienate his Kingdom, 

or ſubjeCt it to another, he forfeits it. And Grotzw allerts, That 

if a-King really attempt to deliver up, or ſubje&t his Kingdom, 
be may be therein reſiſted : And that, if the King have part of 
je Suprexe- Power, and the People or Senate the other part, 
; the King inyading that part which is not his) a juſt Force may 
be oppoſed, and he may loſe his Part of the Empire. Grotins de 

Bello, &c, Cap. 72. But that the King has TabjeBed the King- 

dons ta the Pope, needs no Proof; That the has uſurp'd an ab/e- 

lute Power ſuperior to all Laws, made the Peoples Share in the 

Legiſlative Fower impertinent and uſeleſs, and thereby invaded 

their juſt Rights, none can deny. *Twere in vain to multiply 

laſtances of his Forfeitures : And, if we conlider the Power 


exercig?d by him of late, it will moſt evidently appear to all 


who underſtand the Engliſh Conſtitution, that it admits of no 
ſych King, nar any ſuch Power. 
3. The King has deſerted, 

- ( 1. ) By incapacitating himſelf by a Religion inconſiſtent 
with the Fundamentals of our Goyernment. _ 

. ( 2. ) By forſaking the Power the Conſtitution allow?d him, 
and uſurping a Foreign one; So that tho the Perſon remained, 
the King was gone long ago. 

( 3. ) By Perſonal Withdrawing. 


B 2 Seventhly, 
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Seventhly, The Supreme Power Real remains in the Com- 
munity ; and they may at by their Original Power : And tho 
every Particular Perſon is, notwithſtanding ſach Diſſolution, 
Forfeiture, or Deſertion, ſubject to the Laws which were made 

. by the Supreme Power Perſonal, when in Being ;; yet” the Com- 
munities Power is not bound by them, but is paramount all 
Laws made by the Supreme Power Perſonal : And has a full 
Right to take ſuch Meaſures for Settling the Government, ag 
they ſkall think moſt ſure and effeftual, for the laſting Securi- 
ty and Peace of the Nation. For we muſt note, that it was the 
Community of England, which, firſt gave Being to both King 
and Parliament, and to all the other Parts of our Conſtitution. 

Eighthly, The moft Renowned Politician obſerves, That thoſe 
Kingdoms.and Republicks ſubſiſt longeſt thatare often renew- 
ed, or brought back to their firft Beginnings 3 which is an Ob. 
ſervation of Self-evident Truth, and implies, That the Suprean 
Power Real'has a Right to Renew, or bring back. And the moſt 
ingenious Lawſon obſerves (in his Politica) That the Commu- 
nity of England, in the late Times, had the greateſt Advantage 
that they or their Anceſtors had had for many Ages, for this 
purpoſe ;, tho. God hid it from their Eyes : But the wonderful 
Concurrence of fuch a Series of Providences, as we now ſee and 
admire, gives ground to hope, That the Veil is removed, and 

the Nation will now ſee the Things that concern their Peace. 
Ninthly, The Acts done and executed by the Supreme Power 
Perſonal (when in Being) have ſo modePd the Parts and Perſons 
of the Community, that the Original Conſtitution is the beſt, 
zjuſteſt; andthe moſt deſirable. The Royal Family affords a Per- 
ſon that both Heaven and Earth point out for King. There 
are Lords, whoſe Nobility is not afteted by the Diſſolution of 
the Government, and are the ſubje&t Matter of a Houſe of 
Lords ; And there are Places, which by Cuſtom or Charter: 
bave Right to chooſe Repreſentatives of the Commons. 
Fentbly, There are are incxtricable Difficulties in all other 
Methods. For, 
1; There is noDemiſe of the King, neither Civil nor Nata-al. 
2. Fhere is confequently no Deſcent. 
3. The Community only has a Right to take Advantage 
of the King”: Forfeiture or Deſertion.. - 
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4. Whatever other Power may be imagin'd in the two 
Houſes, as Houſes of Parliament, it cannct juſtify it ſelf to the 
Reaſon of any, who underſtand the Bottom of our Conſti- 
tution. 

5. By this Method all Popiſh Succeſſors may be excluded ; 
and the Government ſecured, in caſe all the Proteſtants of the 


Family die without Iſſue : And this by the very Conſtitution 


of England. And the Queltion can never ariſe about the 
Force or the Lawfulneſs of a Bill of Excluſion. 

6. The Convention will not be oblig'd to take Oaths, &c. 

Eleventhly, If theſe things be granted, and the Communit 
beat Liberty to aCt as above; it will certainly be moſt advi- 
ſable, not only for the Security and Welfare of the Nation, 
but ( if rightly underſtood ) for the Intereſt of their Royal 
Highneſles, to limit the Crown as follows : — To the 
Prince of Orange during his Life ( yet with all poſſible Honour 
and Reſpet to the Princeſs, whoſe Intereſts and Inclinations 
are inſeparably the ſame with his) Remainder to the Princeſs 
of Orange, and the Heirs of her Body ; Remainder to the 
Princeſs of Denmark, and the Heirs of her Body ; Remainder 
to the Heirs of the Body of 'the Prince of Oraxge ; Remainder 
as an Att of Parliament ſhall appoint. 

This will have theſe Convenicnces among others, 

1: Husband and Wife are but one Perſqu .in Law, and her 
Husband*s Honour is hers. | 
- 2.. It puts the preſent Kingly Power into the beſt Hand in 
the World ; which: ( without Flattery ) is agreed on by ail. 
Men. 

* 3+ It aſſerts the above-ſaid Power in the Community. 

4. It will be ſome Acknowledgment to the Prince for what 
he has done for the Nation : Ard it is worthy Obſervation, . 
that before the Theocracy of the Jews .ceaſed.” the manner of 
the Divine Deſignation of their Judges, was by God's giving, 
the People ſome Deliverance by the Hand c# the Perſor, to 
whoſe Government they ought to ſubmir.; and this even in 
that time of extraordinary Revelations. Thus Othniel, Gideon, 
Fephthah, Samſon, and others* were inveſted by Heaven with 
the Supreme Authority : And though Joſhua had an immediate. 
Command from God to ſucceed Moſes, ard an Anointing to: 
that purpoſe, by the laying on of {cs Hands : Yer the 
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"Foundation of the Peoplc*s Submiſſion to him was laid in For 
dan, And I challenge the beſt .liſtorians to give an Inſtance 
( fince that Theocracy ceaſed) of' a Deſignation of any Perſon 
to-any Government, more viſi> 7 Divine than that which we 
now admire. If the Hand of Providence ( miraculouſly and 
timely diſpoſing Natural Things, in every Circumſtance to the 
beſt advantage ) ſhould have any Influence upon Mens Minds, 
moſt certainly we ought not here to be inlen{:ble. If the Voicg 
of the People be the Voce of God, it, never ſpoke louder : If a Na 
tion of various Opinions, Intereſts and Fattions, from a turbu- 
lent and fluftuating State, falls into a ſerene and. quiet Calm, 
and Mens Mirds are ſtrangely united on a ſudden; it ſhews from 
whence they are influenced. In a word, if. the Hand of God is to 
be ſeen in Human Afairs, and his Voice to be heard upon Earth; 
we cannot any where ( ſince the ceaſing of-Miracles) find a 
clearer and more remarkable Inſtance, than is to be obſery'd in 
the preſent Revolution. If oneexamines the Poſture of Foreign 
Afﬀairs, making way for the Prince's Expedition by ſome ſudden 
Events and Occurrences, which no Human Wiſdom or Power 
could have brought about ; if one obſerves that Divine Influence 
which has directed all his Counſels, and crown'd his Under- 
taking;, notwithſtanding ſuch innumerable Dangers and Diff- 
culties, with conſtant Honour and Succeſs: If one conſiders 
how. happily and wonderfully both Perſons and Things are 
changed in a little'time, and without Blood : Ir looks like ſo 
many Marks, of God's Favour, by which he thinks fit to point 
. him out to us in this extraordinary Conjuntture. 

I wif trouble you but with one Conſideration more ; which 
is> That the two things molt neceſſary in this Affair, are Una- 
nimity and Diſpatch : For without both theſe of your Counſels 
will have little Effet, In moſt things tis good. to be long in 
reſolving ; but in ſome 'tis fatal not to conclude immediately : 
And preſence of Mird is as great a Vertte, as Raſkneſs is a Vices 
For the turns of Fortune are ſometimes ſo quick, that if Adyan- 
tage be not taken in the critical hour, 'tis tor ever loſt. But, I, 
hope, your Lordſhips, and all thoſe Gentlemen who compoſe, 
this Auguſt Aſſembly, will proceed with ſo much Zeal and Har- 
mony, that the Reſult of your preſent Conſultations may» be. 
a laſting and' grateful Monument to Poſterity, of your Inte- 
grity, Courage and Conduct. 

| SEVERAL 


SEVERAL 


QUERIES 


Relating to the preſent 


Proceedings in Parliament; 
More. eſpecially recommended to. the 


Conſideration of the Bisnoes. 


l. OW the Houſe of Commons can anſwer it to- 
© thoſe People whom they Repreſent, if now they 

have an Opportunity, they do not ſettle the Go. 

vernment upon ſuch a Foundation as will be 

likely, nat only to preſerve che Nation from Foreign Enemies, 

but alſo from falling into the like unhappy Circumſtances which 

it is but juſt now eſcaped out of, and which in a great meaſure 

have proceeded from a want of a right Settlement of Publick 
Afﬀairs at the Reſtauration of King Charles the Second. 


' HIT. Whether this can be done without altering the Succeſ- 
ſion, ſince the Birth of the Prince of Wales is not proved ſup- 
polititious, (though perhaps no Body doubts bur it is fo ) ? 
And ſuppoſing it proved ſo, Whether it would not be more 
| feaftble to make a Preſident now, than to try the Experiment 
firft, when the next Right of Sncceſſion is claumed by the. In- 
fanta of Spain ;, or perhaps ſome Prince her Heir, too ſtrony 
to reſilt without the Alliltance of the Prince of Orange, eſpe- 
| cially 
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. cially if there happen to be ſuch Diviſions amongſt Us as are 
at this Time ? 


UI. Whether it can be immagined to be worth the Prince of 
Oranzes while to leave Holland, where he is the chief Mar, 
and become a Subject in England; nay, and have ſuch an un- 
certain Intereſt in his ſtay here, -that-if his Wives Life chance 
to drop, perhaps he may be baniſhed in a Years time, and not 
have a Place, as things may happen, to put his Head in ? For 
his Interelt in Holland muſt necellarily fall into other Hands; 
And-no Body knows what fallings out may happen betwixt Us 
and the Datch, or what other Contingencies may happen that 
may give cauſe of Diſgult. | 


Iv. Whether (conſidering the preſent State of Afﬀairs) the 
Strength of the King of France, and the Iriſh Rebellion, ( to 
ſay nothing of the Etfefts which the Entreaties, and ſubtile In- 
ſiraations of a Father muſt neceſſarily have upon any one that 
is good natur'd) it beſafe to truſt the Adminiſtration of Af 
fairs tos Woman, though never fo vertuous? And whether 
-we ſhall be able to protect our ſelves againſt all theſe formida- 
; ble Enemies, and bring things to a due Settlement, without - 
the Aſſiſtance of the Prince of Orange, whoſe Foreign Allian- 
ces arg ſuch as we can neyer. hope to obtain if we confer the 
: Crown upon any other ? 


 V. Whether it would be a greater real Kindneſs to the Prin- 
ceſs of Oranre to make her ſole Queen, after ſuch a manner as 
ſhe will be likely to be turned out againz or to make her and 
her Husband joint King and Queen during their two Lives ? 
I fay, her Husband, who is a Prince, not only able to defend 
her and her. Kingdom from all the Dangers that may happen, 
but alſo to take all the Trouble which may occur in the Ami. 
niſtration of Afairs off her Hands, ſo that- ſhe will enjoy all 
the Pleaſure of being Queen without any thing of Trouble : 
And we may add to this, that if it had not been for him, ſhe 
5a: = enjoyed the Crown, nor the Nation their Free- 
{COM - 


yI. Whe-” 
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VI. - Whether the Terms the Parliament ſhall make with one 
that can pretend no Right to the Crown bur what they give 
htm, will not be more likely to be kept by him, than by one 
that pretends a Title, and will be flatrered up, both by Law- 
yersand Divines, (1 mean, the Scum of them ) with Notions 
of a Right jure Divino, and a Prerogative which cannot be par- 
ted with or aboliſh'd, though by the King's Conſeat, or A&t 
of Parliament ? 


VII. Whether the Houſe of Commons, upon theſe Conſidera- 
tians,and divers others too long to mention,will not think it ne- 
celſary that the Prince and Princeſs of Orange be crowned King 
and Queen for their two Lives ? And whether it can be imagi- 
ned that the Commons ſhould fo far betray their Country as 
to recede from this Point (ſo neceſlary for its Preſervation ) 
notwithſtanding all the Diſturbances which the Biſhops ſhall 
make in the Houſe of Lords, and though they do not meet 
with the Concuryence of that 'Houſe ſo ſoon as in reaſon 
might be expected ? 


VIII. Whether the Houſe of Lords will ſuffer themſelves 
any longer to be impoſed upon by the Biſhops in a thing that 
will be ſo injurious to the Nation, as it will be not to comply 
with the Houſe of Commons in this great Point ; which muſt 
neceſſarily put ſuch a damp upon Trade, that ic will certainly 
be the Ruin of many hundreds of Familics in the Nation 
whoſe dependance are upon Handy-Craft-Trades, to ſay no- 
thing of the Diſadyantages which may accrue by ſuch a Delay 
to the poor Proteſtants in /reland? and admitting they ſhould, 
whether the Circumſtances of Afﬀairs would not in a little 
time force them to a compliance with the Houſe of Com- 
mons ? 


IX. Whether the Prince of Orange will not ſhew himſelf 
one of the unkindeſt Men in the World if he doth not ſtick 
by theſe People, till he ſeeth them ſecured, that have ventured 
their Lives and Fortunes for Him and their Country in con- 
Kdence of his Protetion ? and whether he. as Head of the 

C Proteſtant 
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Proteſtant Religion, be not obliged to ſtand by the 48 Prete- 
ſtant Lards, and Houſe of Commons, that have ſerved their 
Country ſo faithfully ? 


XK. Whether it would not be Prudence in the Biſhops 
( ſuppoſing their Deſigns be good, as I would hope they are) 
to ſhew their readineſs to aſliſt the. Nobility and Gentry iq 
carrying on this great Work, whereby they might ſettle 
the Church upon the ſureft Foundation, the Laws of God and 
of the Land, and continue themſelves in the AﬀeCtions of 
the People ? 


XI. Whether all the Proteſtant Blood which ſhall be ſpilt 
in Ireland by reaſon-of theſe long Delays, will not be jultly 
| laid at the Biſhops doors, if they proceed after the ſame man- 
mer they have begun ? 


And laſtly, To anſwer the great ObjeCftion, that we ſhall 
loſe the Kingdom of Scotland if we make the King Eleftive 
for this Turn. 

Whether the Scots can chuſe any body that will be more 
agreeable to their Intereſts than the Prince of Orange ? and 
ſuppoſing they can, Whether it be not madneſs to imagine, 
fince they have a different Parliament, different Laws, and a 
different Original Contract ( fo that the King may commit a 
Forfeiture there, when he hath committed none here, or a 
Forfeiture here, when he hath committed none there ) that 
they will not place the Crown upon him without any reſpet 
to what is done here, whether we make it a Forfciture, or 
only a bare.Demiſe ? 


20 1 
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A Proteſtant Precedent offer d to the Bi. 
ſhops for the Excluſron of K. James 
the Second. 


did not preſs us at this time, to come to ſome ſpeedy and 
pertinent Determinations, as to the buſineſs, eſpecially, 

of ſettling the Government, that Nicety, which ſeems to be 
promoted and ſet afoot in all our Counſels, might, conſi- 
dering the Weightineſs of the buſineſs in hand, rather claim 
the juſt Commendation and Applauſes of every good Man, 
than, as it ſeems now, fall under their Cenſure ; and I may 
ſay Indigoation. If the matter debated were extraneous, and 
the Kingdom within it felf peaceably and firmly ſettled; if 
the Circumſtances of our Afﬀairs were ordinary and uſual, and 
could admit of an unlimited time for their Deciſion ; if we 
were ſecure from injurious Reſolutions of our Enemies abroad, 
or from the private Machinations of diſaffected Perſons at 
home : If theſe things were ſo, it were worthy the Wiſdom 
of thoſe, who by their unſeaſonable Scruples ( ſo generally re- 
ſolv*d againſt, and now- again by them ſtarted ) may ſeem 
either ignorant of the deſperate languiſhing condition of theſe 
Kingdoms at preſent, or prejudic'd and diſ-affefted to the Peace 
and Settlement of them for the future; I ſay, it were then 
worthy the Wiſdom of theſe Men to dillet every particular 
of ſo important an Afﬀair, before they made any Determina- 
tion of the General. As we all acknowledg the extraordina- 
ry Circumſtances of this JunCture, ſo they themſelves have 
not been a little contributing to. this happy Revo'uation : 
The Prince's firſt Declaration tells us, he had the lnvitation 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal. Was it Juſtice and 
agrecable to Conſcience then, to call fqr Foxeizn Arms to aſſi:t 
C 2 us 


þ Neceſlity, which is a great Branch of the Law of Nature, 
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vs 2gainſt our own King, in the recovery of thoſe Rights, 
Liberties and Properties, which, contrary to Law, he had 
invaded and taken from us ? And is it now become a Scruple 
* in thoſe ſame Conſciences, to be confirm'd in thoſe Rights, &c, 
by the ſame Arms and Power ? ls that pretended, abſolute, un- 
” limited Power, which in their Prayers and Sermons they have 
ſo often nibbled at, and endavyoured' to retrench, now ir its 
juſt Debaſement become ſo Inviolable and Sacred, that it muſt 
become a Point of Faith entirely to ſubmit to it ? Has this 
fmall fit of Fear and Diſcouragement in our implacable Ene- 
mies, ſo well ſecur'd us from any future Enchroachments, that 
we need not be careful of any further Aſſurance ? Has theſe 
Men's Re-embelliſh'd Honours ſo obliterated the Memory of 
the Dangers ſome of them ſo lately have eſcap'd, and the reſt 
juſtly fear*d, as to free them from all Apprehenſions for the fu- 
ture ? What is it theſe Gentlemen would be at ? what do they 
fear ? Is it without Reaſon, without Juſtice, without Precedent, 
that we deſire to be everlaſtingly ſecur'd from Popery & Slavery? 
Not withont Reaſon ; for when we have ſeen many of our 
faireſt Branches lopp'd off, many of our Liberties invaded, 
many of our Laws perverted, and the Axe at laſt laid to the 
Root of our Government, 'tis high time then, | ſay, to pro- 
vide for our our Safety, and to put a ſtop to that Current 
which would have 'quickly over-run and drowned ys : Nor 
without Juſtice, for where my Life and Property is hunted 
after, and aſſaulted, I may, by the Law of God and Man, 
zepel the Injury,. aud ſtand in my own Vindication : Not 
without Precedent, even in Proteſtant Kingdoms, ( not to 
mention the Romaniſts, who both teach and prattiſe the De- 
poſing of evil and wicked Magiſtrates) and thongh in Eng- 
land we may perhaps think the Changes we have very lately 
ſen among our ſelves. admit of. no Precedent, it may eaſily 
be prov'd that which hath been done of late in this Nation, 
hath been-in great part formerly preſented and allowed of 
apon Foreign Stages ;, yea, and. not many Years out of the 
Memory. of ſome yet living, if we would but. look into the 
Actions of other Regions, and thoſe too wherein the Reform'd 
Religion is- profeſſed, we ſhall find that they, by their publick 
Records, acknowledged that in caſe of Tyranny and Op- 
prefFon, it was lawful not only to defend their ng aac 
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Liberties azainſt all Afſſaults, but reduce and declare tie: 
Perſons ſo offending, incapable of holding the Government. 
A lively Example of this, and almoſt exactly parallel with 
ours, was the Caſe of Sig:/mend the Third, Hereditary King 
of Sweden, who by a Convention of the States of that King- 
dom, was Excluded, even with his Heirs, (a Severity, which 
both the Honourable Houſes of Parliament here have, with 
great Juſtice and Wiſdom, declined ) from that Crown for 
ever : Some of the Articles drawn up againſt him were theſe ; 
Firſt, For ſwerving from their received Chriſtian Religion ; 
as alſo, from his Oath and Promiſe, and Solemn Engagement | 
made to his People at his Coronation, to preſerve their Rights 
and Priviledges ; as alſo, their Holy Reform'd Religion Invio- 
hted ;. For departing the Country without the Conſent, and 
unwilling to the States and Orders of the Realm ; For export- 
ing ſeveral Acts of great Concernment outof the Cancellarie z: 
For proſecuting ſuch as would not embrace or favour the Romiſh: 
Superſtition 3 For contemning, and endeavouring to undermine 
and annul thoſe laudable Inſtitutions and Laws made for the: 
Security of the Realm,. and the Eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtanc ' 
Reformed Religion 3 For raiſing up w nemies he could a- 
gainſt his Native Country, thereby to involve his Subjetts tn a: 
Deluge of Blood, which he intended, and had almoſt effected ; 
For inhumanely deſigning and ſuborning Rufhans and Villains, 
to Murder and Allallinate one of the chief Nobles;for no other 
Reafon, but that out of Conſcience and Dnty, he would have 
p:rſwaded him from thoſe Irregularities and notoriqus Breachcs- 
of the known Laws of the Land. For theſe, and many more: 
Cauſes, as the ſending his. Son out of the Land, without the 
Conſent of the States, 'and cauſing him to bz Brought up and 
educated in the Romiſh Superſtition, dtd the Swedes (ſubmit>- 
ting the ſame to the Judgment of all ſincere and candid Ardi- 
tratours) juſtify their Abdication ſor ever, of King S:g:/mond 
the Third, and his Heirs, from the Crown of Sweden, &c. and 
procgares ſtrait to the Conſtituting and Elefting of Charles. 
uke of Sxdermannia ; vid. Spanhein”s Hiſt. of Sweden, Ec; 
Andiin conclufion, they pray for, ang doubt not of a- candid: 
Conſtruction, a benign and favourable Acceptation,. from al 
Chriſtian Emperors, Kings, Princes, States, &c. of this 
their Legitimate Defence, and to. yiudicate them and their-molE: 
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-equal Cauſe from all Calnmny, or evil Interpretation whatſo. 
'ever. The Circumſtances relating to this preſent JunQure in 
England, bear ſo near a reſemblance almoſt in all thoſe Grie. 
.yances objeCtcd againſt the ſaid Sigs/mond, that our late Kin | 
by a ſort of prrzullyenc, ſeems to have breath'd his Soul, 
rather than to have copy'd after him, though indeed in ſome 
Caſes he has plainly out-done the Original, eſpecially in rela- 
tion to his ſuppoſed Son. And as our King thought fit to Co- 
py a King of Sweden, 1 cannot apprehend how it can leſſen our 
Judgments or Integrity, our Piety, or our Loyalty, to follow 
- : the Example of the Swedes, excepting in the caſe of the Lawful 
Heirs (whom every good Engliſhman and Proteſtant, to their 
ntmoſt Danger and Peril, are ready to defend and maintain) 
to take ſuch Meaſures for our future Security, and lawful Eſta. 
bliſhment, as ſhall not by any Humane Art or Endeavour, be 
liable to Interruption. 


But as Precedents are leaſt ſatisfatory, or leaſt confronting 
to obſtinate Oppoſers ; where they make only for one party ; 
A Popiſh S:giſmund «& poſed for Male-Adminiſtration in 2 
Proteſtant KingdonFMmnay not perhaps be allowed to carry 
its ſufficient Juſtification with the Romaniſts ;, and therefore the 
Tables ovght to be turn'd, and the Ballance made by Parallels 
of their own ſide ; the moſt prudent way of combating, and 
ſecuring a ViCtory in this matter, being to lay the Scene of 
"War in the Enemies Country. 

To confute therefore, and filence all the Romiſh Pretenfions 
of Diſguſt and Murmur, againſt the Injuſtice of ſuch a Depri- 
vation, from, Examples of Popiſh Depoſals of Male-admini- 
ſtring Proteſtants ; well begin with Herry of Navarre, aftet- 
wards Henry the Fourth of France. 

The famous Holy League enter'd into by the Pope himſelf, 
-and ſo many potent Allies ; together with all the Romiſh Sub- 
jets of France, againſt that undoubted Heir of the Crown 
of France, and at that time by ſucceſſion the rightful King, 
is ſo notoriouſly known to the World, that all the tedious 
Particulars of rhe Hiſtory, would be impertinent. 

Let it ſuffice, here was a Prince, the unqueſtion?d Inheritor 
of the Crown* of France, actually by- all Opcn and Hoſtile 
Means ( and all ſuch Hoſtility avowed and abetted,” and his 
very 
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A. 
very Birth-right fore-cloſed by the Pope himſelf) oppoſed 
and denied his Acceſſion to the Throne, for no other Unquali- 
fications, but be a Hzgoner ;, that is, of a Perſwalion contrary 
to the Eſtabliſh*d, and Regnant Romilh Religion in France ; 
being in all other Reſpects acknowledged a moſt excellent, 
Prince : Inſomuch, that after all other ineffeftual Endeavours 
of recovering his Birth-right ; he had no means left to repeal 
his Exclufon and Debarment from the Throne, but by his 
abjuration of the Reformed Religion, and return to the Ro- 
miſh Worſhip. 

This Caſe of Henry the Fourth, inſtead of a Parallel to ours, . 
does not come up to half the Juſtification of the preſent Mea- 


ſures of England. For here was a Soveraign Prince under De- 


privation, for no other Default, but his meer Religion : for 
this Henry the Fourth being then but in his Entrance to the 
Empire ( if truly that ) was conſequently yet at leaſt ( what- 
ever they might fear ) under no Dilemmas of the leaſt breach 
of Compact with his People, no Forfeitures for Male-Admi-s . 
nitration, or Violation of the Laws of ' the Land, or Rights 
of his Subjects ; their Dangers as then being only Apprehen- 
fons. If therefore the meer private Opinion of a Crowned 
Head, different from the Eſtabliſh'd Religion of the- Land, 
has been of weight enough ( it ſelf alone) in their own Scales 
to overſway the Birth-Kight af Princes, and make a Bar: to - 
Empire; and that too, ſo ſolemnly confirmed and ratified, 
even by the Sanction Apoſtolick, the Decretzls of Rome- it 
Flf : What ObjeRtions or Allegations can our Remiſh Diſpu- 
tants, whether Foreign or Domeſtick, make againſt the like 
Bar in Empire, after ſo notorious an attual Maie-Adminiſtre- 
tion, 1n the preſent Caſe of England, ſuch too vilible Ruptures 
of the Laws of the Land, and in defiance of all Obligations - 
of Engagements, Covenant, Word, Honour, or. O A TH $:. 
themſelves ? 

The next Example'l ſhall point them to, is, that of the late 
Portugueſe King, who by the Ordinance of the States of Por- 
tngal, ratified by the Popgs Allent, was dethroned, and: his 
Brother inveſted with the Soveraignty ; and-not only that, but - 
bis Queen too taken from him, Divorced, and by a Diſpeafa- 
tion *married to his Brother. The Grounds of this Depolal 
being only this, that the King was. Jometimes taken with Peli- 
eos Fits... i6; 
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If ſuch a Perſonal Infirmity was ground ſufficient to diſplace 
'the Crown : Have not the People, or Community of England, 
in Convention aſſembled, as much Right on their Side, for the 
Depoſal of a King, for a far greater Infirmity, (of. the twoa 
more violent Madneſs) his long tried and radicated Incapaci- 
ty of being held, either by the Bonds or Ties of Honour, 
Laws, -or Oaths : There being this infinite Difference between 
the Outrages of the one and the other, as that a Prince o bi. 
gotted, reſolved for the Introduction, right or wrong, of his 
own Religion, is the more Dangerous Frantick. For his $y- 
perſtitious Frency may puſh him to Violences that will hurt 


whole Nations, whereas the Outrages of the other can be on- Þ 


ly Perſonal. And if the Hands of the Lunatick Portngneſe 
were thought Juſt to be tied up with no leſs Shackles, than 
taking both his Kingdom and Queen away from him ; who ſha!l 
Arraign the Wiſdom of the Exgliſh, for depriving their King 
of his Kingdom, ( much good may do him with his Queen ) 
#ander an infinite larger Capacity, and more dangerous propen- 
ſity to Miſchief. And for ſodoing, what Warrant ſhall they 
want, when the preſent unforced Deſertion of the King, and 
quitting the Helm, has put the Power of Deciſion in that Point 
into their own Hands, and loſt him all Right of Appeal againſt 
the Alienation. 

[ ſhall venter to add one laſt Conſideration, vi. The Bull of 
Pope Pics Quintws, againſt Queen Elizabeth ;, by which the Pope 
deprives her of all Title to the Imperial Crown, and all Dominion, 
Dignity, and Priviledg whatever , declaring, that all the Nobility, 
Smbjefts, and People of England, and all others which have in any 
fort ſworn unto her, to be for ever abſolved from any ſuch Oath ;, 
and all manner of Duty of Dominion, Allegiance, and Obedi- 
ence, &c. and all forbidden to obey her, or ber Motions, Mandates, 
or Laws, upon pain of Anathema, Vide Biſhop of Linsoln*s Bru- 
tum Fulmen, Þ.6. 

I recite this unjuſt Depoſal of a Lawful Queen, by the pre- 
tended: Authority of the Pope, no other, than to let the 
World know, that the Romilſh Pazty have the leaſt Reaſon in 
Nature, to complain of the Deprivation of Princes. They, 
whoſe 1Infallible Gnides can ſo ioſolently and arbitrarily place 
or diſplace Crown'd Heads (not to mention the lllegality of 
the Pope's Interpoſition, in the Afﬀair in any kind) for my 
aRing 


L293 ; 
ating by Lew, in Matters” of Religious Changes, for ſuch 
were all Eccleſiaſtick Alterations of that Queen, by the unque- 
ſtion'd Authority of Acts of Parliament ; can be but ill tur- 
'piſh'd with Arguments, againſt the preſent Deprivation, en- 
ated by the whole Community of England, for ſuch violent 
Meaſures and Foundations, already form'd and begun, for the 
ſubverſion of Church and State agaiaſt all Law. 


Reaſons bumbly offer d, for placing his 
Highneſs the Prince of Orange, ſingly 
in the T brone during bis Life. 


Evidence of a Contract Broken, and a ſure Precedent to 
all Ages, when, after a moſt Solemn Debate,the Eſtates 
of England Declare, That the King having Abdicated the Go- 
vernment, and the Throne thereby Legally Vacant, They think 
fit to Fill it again with One who is not Immediate in the 


Line. 

IL. It will be a Caution to Succeeding Kings, of what Fatal 
Conſequence a general Derogation from the Laws may be, 
when they find, by this Inſtance, the Exerciſe of the Kingly 
Office in Danger, not only with Reference to Themſelves, but 
Precarious totheir Family by the Miſgovernment. And Ge- 
nerations to.come ſhall praiſe our ConduQ, when reading the 
Hiſtory of rhis Day, it appears we'underſtood our Caſe; had 
Honour and Honeſty to maintain-it, and Wiſdom enough to 
tranſmit it Perfect to our Poſterity. 

NIL. It will be the bighelt Co upon the Two Princeſſes 
that can beexpetted from a ſenſible People ; when, next to AG 
ſerting our own Right, by a Fat (which is abſolutely neceſla- 
ry, and above all other humane Arguments) they ſee themſelves 
of Ineſtimable Value with Us, by Recontiguing the Line in Re> 
mainder ; And that their own ſtrict Adherence £9 the Proteſtant 
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Religion and Intereft, out-weighs the Demerits of their Unhappy 
Father. | 

IV. The Princeſs of Orange will ſhare in all the Glory of a 
Crown, without the Trouble of it : Eaſy from Popiſh Re. 
fletion, That She ſits in her Father's Throne while he Irves. And 
it concerns the Kingdom, as well as the Princeſs, to take care, 
That She be at Reſt from thoſe Sollicitations on the Behalf of 
Papifts, which, under the Countenance of Her Father will per. 
petually aſſault Her tender Breaſt. Nor is there any room 
for the Princeſs of Denmark to think Her ſelf NegleQed ; The 
Exchange being attended with many Advantages, ſuch as it 
would be loſt Time to repeat, they are ſo very Obvious, and 
likewiſe too many for the Compaſs of this Paper. 

V. If the Prince of Orange be not King in His own Right, 
His-Intereſt cannot be intirely Ours ;. For though His Gallan- 
try be an Aſſurance of Sincerity to Us ; yet, if there remain 
any Probability of His Returning to Holland, as upon the Death. 
of His Wife, if She ly be Sovereign, his Intereſt muſt be 
divided : Nor will it, according tothe Art of Government, 
become the Prudence of any Nation to open the Secrets of their 
Policy to One, whom they may be ſo Unfortunate as to part 
with into a- Country that may poſlibly interfere with Us. 

VI. Itis dangerous to the Goverment it ſelf. to veſt the Ex- 
erciſe of the Soveresgnty in Both, for they may differ in Senti- 
mentsof things: and if there be a poſſibility of Diviſion, is 
would be an unancountable Weakneſs, and great Overſight,not 
to ſecure our ſelves in ſo Important a Point. 

VIE. It is Repugnant to grant the Crown to Both, and fix. the 
— 197") apr ys, —— the mr is an Incident 

nie e ' the' Soverezgnty. To bea King, or Queen, 
pry ere have the Exerciſe of King, or 2ucen, : a cn 
diction: a Departure from all the Rules that were ever laid 
down in Government, unleſs in caſe of Perſonal' Incapacity, 
and therefore below a Maſculine way of — yrs 

Laſtly. It ſupports the noble Maxim, That a neighbouring Na- 
$408 may take: Arms to: aſſiſt the Reſcue of a People oppreſſed by 
Ta And Foreign Princes will be apt to look into them- 
felves, when they heam by our Example of Gratitude, That 
they are no longer Safe, than- Juſt to their Subjects, a 
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Good Advice befoze it be too Late : 


Being a BREVIATE far the 
_ ConvenTion: Humbly Repreſented to 
the Lords and Commons of England. 


Hereas we cannot-but be made very appreherifive by 
. thoſe ſeveral efficacious. Papers, ſuch as Dr. Z's, 
Mr. F's, A Word tothe Wiſe ;, and another as cloſe, 
Four Dneſtions Debated, and the like z which go about, leſt the 
ſwaying part of the Nation ſhould be ſo much-intent upon Ons 
Thing, as that Others be neglected; or leſt they be. ſo taken 
up with putting the Crown upon an Head moſt deſerving it, as 
that they forget what is to be'done firſt ; which is, The Con- 
ſideration of the Conſtitution of the Realm, and the declaring 
that Conſtitution, before any Perſon be admitted into aftual 
Regiment; it being common for thoſe that look but on one 
Thing, to be too ſudden. We therefore: judg it meet, : That 
this enſuing Paper, which was .in .a few Coples given to ſome 
Members of the Houſes, for preventing that Evil, ſhould alſo 
be made publick, to go abroad with ſuch Papers as thoſe of the 
Nature. For, as it is wiſe in a People when they 
make any Compatt, whether with their Rulers, or others, that 
though they believe the Party they deal with to be the beſt in. 
the World, to treat with him for all that, and-be as punCtual 
upon the Terms to make-all ſecure, as if they were dealing 
with the worſt : So it is alſo honeſt for them, in ſeeking the 
Good of their Country, to deny Self-intereſt, and to prefer 
—_—_ a Nation, before the magnifying any ſingle: Per- 
On whatſoever. 5 x. = 
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— "Th BREVIATE. 


T7 E People of this Nation are: by Birth a Free People,, 
who are born to a Liberty of Perſon and Propriety in 
their Goods and Lands; and therefore Exglandis rightly call'd 
a Free State. 

To underſtand the Government, we -muſt know that theſe 
two Things are always to be diſtinguiſhed, the Conſticurion, and 
the Admini}ration. 

The Conftitarion of a Government does lie in the Original 
Agreement of the. People, which they make between them- 
ſelves, or with their: intended Governour, or Governours, be- 
fore the Government be ſet up,. whether there be none before, 
or the Former at an end. 

When the People are in ſuch'a State, while there is no Order 
of Superiority, .or Inferiority introduced, it: is-called a Com 
#wwnity : When a Ruler is choſe, ſo that there is .a .Ruling and 
Ruled Part, it is a Society, or called a Conmon-Wealth. 

Let us ſuppoſe a Company.of: Families, that having- no de- 
pendance.on one another, nor any.one having Power over the 
ather, yet livipg near each other, do find it convenient to join 
together in a Society, for mutual :Defence againſt ſome Fo- 
rergn Enemy, or for the reaping ſeveral Advantages which 
they,ſhall receive by it. The Heads or Repreſentatives of theſe 
Families aſſembled, are to conſider what is to.be done in order 
to theſe Ends. | 

Three Things more eſpcially- they muſt conſult upon ;- 

R F. What Government -( as to the Sort or Kind.) is beſt for- 
em ?. 4 

2. Who ſhall be Governoagr-or Governours ?: 

3: And by what Laws or. Rules they ſhall govern, whore: 
entruſted-with the Supreme Power ? - 

- And more particularly, in relati>r to: what Meaſure” of it' 
they: will allow them, to have over. their Perſons and Eſtates, 
to uſe them as they have Occaſion, for the Publick-Good:/'' For: 
when they are yet free in both, the Governour can have Power 
i far, byt no farther than ghey-at firſt conſent. A 
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Reſervations of Liberty the People make in their Agreement, 
theſe are tobe leok'd upon as their Rights by the Laws of thie 
Conſtitntion, and eſſential thereunto, and conſequently invio- 
lable by any of theſe Governours whom they ſet up for the 
Adminiſtration ; the very Laws of the Adminiſtration being 
void, ſo far as they interfere with any of theſe of the Conſti- 
tution. 

The Conſtitution and Laws thereof being agreed upon, and 
it being impoſſible for Humane Prudence to foreſee all Acci- 
dents, which muſt be provided for ; therefore as they ariſe, 
the Adminiſtration necelſarily muſt lie in theſe two Things : 
The making farther Laws (ſubordinate ſtill to thoſe fore- 

iz'd ) as- occaſion requires,. and- ſeeing them executed, that 
i5, in Legiſlation and Judgment. The One is the Buſineſs of 
the Supreme Authority ; the Other of the Inferior Magiſtrates 
or Officers, and Executioners of the ſame,. according to that 
Fundamental Agreement: made by the Peopte. 

Our Government now, as conſtituted in order to this Admi- 
niſtration, is, we know, a mixt Government. A Government 
is known to be pure or mixt, by tht: placing-the Supreme Au- 
thority. If the People place it ſingly in the King, or ſingly in 
the Nobles, or fingly in the People, then it is a-pure Monar- 
chy, Ariſtocrzcy, or Demr.xcracy : But when it is placed inal 
Three, it is a mixt Government, as Ours is, where there are 
no Laws in the Adminiſtration, made but by King, Lords, and 
Commons. 

Theſe Things I purſue only ſo far as is-neceſſary, tothe reach- 
ing-my main Purpoſe ; and «the Ieading me toa right diſtern- 
ment of the preſent Condition into which'we are now brought 
ia regard to this ſaid Government: 

The Supreme Power of the Nation being placed in a Parlia- 
ment, which is a Corporation of - King, Lords, and Commons, 
that is, the Supreme - Authority reſiding in King,' Lords and 
Commons, as One Corporation, there does appear,” at this 
Conjuacture, a Diffolution of the Government z A Diſſolution 
manifeſtly, as to the: Exerciſe of it. This Appearance: does 
j riſe from the opening of the 1aſt Scene: For: the- King being 
how-gone, - gone from his People, and eng from his Go- 
vernment, that One Corporation'( we ſpeak of) is broke; fo 
that there remains now no ſubjeR for-that ſupreme Authority ; 
; ir 
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'Tt being-evident, that a Parliament, wherein an'Eſſential point 
of our Conſtitution does conſiſt, cannot now. be Aſſembled ; 
And the Providence of God it ſelf hath extraordinarily deter- 
mind our Caſe. If a King dies, he hath a Succeſſor, and the 


: Right devolves upon Him ; but whillt the King lives, he hath * 


no Succeſſor, and the Right remaining in Him and no Other ; 
and he being divided from his Lords and Commons, the-Syb. 
je& of the Supreme Power, or this One Corporation ( where. 
of the King is a Chief, Eſſential, and Conſtituent 'Part) doe 
perfectly ceaſe, and muſt neceſlarily cauſe a Diſſolution. 
I chooſe not to found this upon what does more convince 
Others, which comes. to: this Account : The King, by his fre. 
vent Malverſation in the Government, and rooted Deſign of 
ubverting our Religious and Civil Rights, for the IntroduCtion 
of Arbitrary Power -and Popery, which being aggravated by 
ſuch an Endeavyour, as the deſtroying that Share in the Go» 
vernment, which every Commoner hath, that hath Right to 
chooſe his Repreſentative in Parliament, by his Garbling Cor. 
porations, and ſo evacuating this Liberty in effeft ; and by 
ſuch. an endeavour alſo, as the exterminating his Proteſtant 
Subjeds ; : ſeeing that Religion which he would have intro- 
duced, is ſuch, as by the Principles of it, if it comes into Do- 
mination, muſt do ſo to all Hereticks; and thereupon may 
he be look'd on no longer as Rex, but Hoſts, and Hoſtis Publi- 
cw: Beſides, the ſubjefting us to a Foreign Juriſdiction, and 
the very changing the Government, by that indefinite Diſpen- 
ſing Power over the Laws, as was carved to him by his Judges, 
from Regal to Deſpotical : It is judged by them, that he is 
fallen thereupon from his Royal Dignity 3 and that the Uni. 
verſality thereby have Warrant not only to defend themſelves 
againſt him, but by Vertue of that Sanftion, which is tacitly 
- implyed in the Laws of the Conſtitution, to proceed on to take 
the Forfeiture He hath made of his Government, and Depoſe 
Him: For it is a fond thing, (think they) to imagine any 
Laws without a Sanction ; and impoſſible there ſhould þe any 
other Sanction in Treaties between Free Nations, or between a 
Free People, and the Governour they ſet over Themſelves, than 
Force to. be uſed by, the Parties. concern'd 3 there being no 
Third Party on Eartli to appeal to, in ſuch Caſes. | 
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' However this be, it being taken for granted, That the Go- 
yernment is diſſolved, and I ſuppoſe upon that preceding Ac- 
count, of the One Corporation (I ſay) being broke, the Su- 
preme Authority that lay before in the Three as united in One, 
does eſcheat, or fall to the Community ; who muſt therefore 
chooſe a new Subject for that Power; and it lies at their 
Diſcretion to place it in what Subject they pleaſe : They may 
lodg it in the Lords and Commons alone, without a King, if 
they think that Government beſt ; the matter lies altogether 
upon their Agreement, and Conſent. I ſuppoſe it moſt likely, 
that they will agree to place it again in a Monarch, Lords and 
Commons. (the Perſon only left at Choice, and Care had to 
prevent. all Danger of Law in the Caſe) according to the 
Ancient Conſtitution ; Though what Man can know the Mind 
of £ Nation, when once come together, if he knows his own - 
. Mind * 

There is one thing: we have now. Opportunity: to obtain, 
which we can never recover again. if it be loſt; and that is, 
what His Highneſs the Prince of Orange hath made one of his 
two Deſigns, The Delivery of the People from. Slavery; which 
ean never be done effeCtually, and radically, but upon this Ad- 
vantage, The delivering us from Popery, is contained in the 
fetling our Religion z; and that being a Work of great length, 
is the bulineſs more properly of a- Parliament ; but this is a 
thing muſt be done by the Commungzy, and conſequently by 
thoſe that are the Repreſentatives Of it, a Convention, ſo 
called ( in regard-to-a higher Capacity hereunto ) and not a 
Parliament \ for that repreſents the People, not as in a Com-. 
munity, but as in a Common-wealth, where there is pars imperans, 
as well as ſubdita, which now is not. A Parliament makes Laws 
for the Adminiſtration, but the People as in a Community make 
Laws for the Conſtstution, 

'I would therefore humbly offer it to the Conſideration of 
thoſe, . who- ſhall meet as Members of this Convention, That, 
in order to the Effect premiſed, they do but agree and pitch 

n this one certain Point of good Polity, that. where they 
"an the Supreamns Authority,” they lay alſo the Rights or Pro-. 
perties of it; that is, the Jura Majeſtatis ( Majeftas being 
Maxima Poteſtas ) all together. 


The 
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The Rights of Majeſty, or the Supream Power, are mainly 
theſe ; The firſt.is Legiſlation, or making Laws ; and this un- 
doubtedly lies .in a Parliament. The next, is the Power of 
railing Arms, or Armies, or the 4;htia, the Power of making 
Peace and War, or the Power of the Sword, which is neceſla- 
ry to maintain thoſe Laws. The third is a Power over our 
Eſtates, or the Purſe, or raiſing Mony, which muſt maintain 
the Sword. A fourth, is the Power of chooſing Magi/trates tg 
rule Us according to theſe Laws ; ſuch as Judges and Sheriffs, 
to name no other. A fifth, is the laſt Appeal. Now let but 
the Power of the 4letia and chooſrng Magiſtrates, be laid where 
Legiſlation is, and we ſhall be fundamentally delivered from all 
Slavery for ever in the Nation. 
If we be enſlaved or oppreſſed by any Prince for the time to 
come, it muſt be either by Ferce or by, Injſtice. We cannot 
be oppreſſed by Force, becauſe no Forces:then can be raiſed by 
Him, but by a Parliament. He cannot rule by an Army, or by 
Violence; for the Ailztia is in the Lords and Commons, as well 
as in Him, and they will not let him do ſo: We cannot be 
oppreſled with 1njuſtice; for the Judges and Officers entruſted 
with the Execution of Fftice, ſhall be choſen alſo by them, and 
they will look to that. | | 
It is true, while no Parliament ſits, the King by Vartue of 
the Executive Power lying in him, may raiſe Arms, and put in- 
Officers and Magiſtrates as there is need 3 but both theſe are 
to be done under the COhtroul of the next Parliament (which 
are therefore to ſit often by ancient Statutes) there being no 
War to be levied, nor Magiſtrates confirmed, without their 
Approbation. 
Let us remember the Stxte-we are in, a State thar puts the 
Supream Pewer in the Hands of the People, to place it as they 
will : and therefore to bound and limit it as they ſee fit for the 
-Publick Utility ; and if they do it not now, the Ages to come 
will have occaſion to blame them for ever. When the Supream 
Power is vpon the diſpoſing, if they do not take this Item, as 
part of-their proper Work, To bind the Deſcent of it to @ Pro- 
reſtart, I'{hall blame them: But I ſhall do Fo much more, if 
after the Danger we have been in, .of Arbitrary Domizatios 
and Popery, by the King's raiſing Arms, and putting Judges 11 
and out at his Pleaſure, they do not take more care of the 
SUPTeall 
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Sypream Power, to lay it. and its. Rights better together * 
Eſpecially, ſeeing nothing can indeed be that in Nature, which 
it is, without its Properties. This i$uniform -( I muſt perſiſt ) 
tothe Nature of Government; that where the Supream Au- 
thority is, there muſt be its Prerogatives ;, and where the chief 
or principal Rzghts of it is, there ſhauld all the reſt which 
depend upon, and belong to it, be placed alſo : Where Legiſa- 
tion is lodged, there ſhould the A4i1rza, there ſhould the Power 
of making Jadges, to name nothing. more than ſerves my 
tirn, be lodged alſo. It is this hath bcen the great Declenſion, 
Fault, or Defect of our Engliſh Common- Wealth, that the 
People have ſuffered theſe Rights of Soveraignty, to come tg 
be divided, ariſing ( we mult conceive.) from the  Admn- 
fration, that is, gfale- Adminiſtration ;,- as appears, for. Ex- 
amp!e, in the 4slitra, which upon the freſh coming in of the 
late King, was in two or three. hot Atts, declared now and 
ever to have been in the King; when both the Aſſertion was 
proſs Flattery, and ſuch Acts void, as fundamentally repuz- 
nant to the Conſtitution. 

There is one Difficulty to be thought on, and that is, the 
Negative Voice of the Prince in his Parliament. The Lords 
and Commons may agree upon ſome Law for the publick Benefir, 
and the King alone may refuſe to paſs it. If he be obſtinate, 
this is a. great Evil, and might really make one think, it 
would be better therefore ( for the preventing this [nconve- 
nience) to place the Swpream Power in Lords and Commons only, 
without a Controler. Unto which.may be added, the Power of 
Calling and Dillolving Parliaments at pleaſure; by virtue 
whereof, our Kings hitherto have pretended a Power prego- 
minant over them. But foraſmuch as theſe Prerogatives may be 
Ciſputed, and the Negative Yoice hath been deny'd by many 
Judicious Men, who have pleaded the Obligation of | 
Princes to confirm thoſe Laws, quas vulgw clegerit ;, it Þ robe 
boped that the Wiſdom of the Nation” will be able'to find 
out ſome Expedient or Salye for this Difficulty, and for more 
than that alſo ; ſo long as they have. the Golden Opportunity, to 
bring a Crown in one Hand, with their Terms or Conditiers in 
the other. 

As for the ſeveral Grievances that need Redreſs, and many 
good Things that are wanting " compleat the Happineſs ot 
QO: 


[26 ] 

our Kingdom ; there may be ſome Foundation laid happily, or 
Preparations made in order thereunto by this Convention ;, but 
as belonging to the Adminiſtration, and being Matters of long 
Debate, they are the Work more properly of an enſuing 
Parliament- Only let not the Members of this preſent Grear 
Aſſembly farget, that they having ſo unlimited a Power, ard 
the Nation ſuch an Opportunity, which, as the Secular Gamez, 
they are never like to ſee but once, they are more ſtrictly there. 
fore bound in Conſcience, and in Duty to their Coxntry, to 
reglect no kind of thing, which they judg abſolutely neceſſary 
ro the publick Good. 1 care not if I commend three or fovr 
fuch Particulars againſt the time to Conſultation, which ſha 
be theſe : A Regulation of Weſtminfter-Hall : A Proviſion 4- 
gainſt buying or ſelling. of Offices : A Regitr of Eſtates: A 
Freedom from Perſecution ( by a Bill for Comprehenſion and 
Indulgence ) in the buſineſs of Religion : A Redemption of the 
Chimny Mony, which bringing the King to be Lord of every 
Man's Houſe, is againſt Property ; and an ever-Batance in the 
Revenue, is againſt the Intereſt of the Nation. 


HE Breviate bing ended, we cannot but refle&t upon the 
King ; there being ſo much Concern in the Minds of ma 

BY, about their Alegiance to Him, though He be gone : But 
fuch Perſons as theſe ſhould look a little more. to- the Bottoil, 
That a People is not made for the King, but the King for the 
Peole : And though He be greater than them in ſome Reſpetts; 
yet,, quoad finem, the People are always greater than Him: 
Thit is, 1f the Good of the one, and the other, ſtand in Com» 
petition, there is no Compariſon, but a. Nation is to be pre- 
xfE ere one Man. (As appears by the Opinion of King 
Tames Firſt, hereto annexed.) If the Being of thent be: 
meonſiffent one with another, there is no doubt, but it is better 
that a King ceaſe, than that a whole Nation ſhoul periſh. And 
upon fach a Suppotition as this, all Obligation as to Duty. muſt 
ecaſe likewiſe. There are ſome tacit Conditions in all Oaths; 
as the beſt Caſuiſts tell us ( ſuch as Rebus. ſic taxtibs, for one) 
that we muſt ſteer our Corfciences by in theſe Caſes ; He is ther 
Atiniſter of God for onr Good, foys the Scripture: And if any 
| Prance 
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Prince therefore be under thoſe Circumſtances, as that it 


- cannot be for the Peoples Good that he ſhould rule over 


them ; we do look upon ſuch a Ruler to be bound in Con- 
ſcience to give up his Government, as being no Miniſter of Ged 
upon that Account : And fo, having no Authority trom Ged 
for that Office, the Peoples Obligation to be ſubje& to Him, is 
at an end with it. If they obey him longer, it is for Wrath, 
not for Conſcience ſakg, If his Majeſty now of Great Britain, 
out of ſome deep Senſe, that he, being a Roman Catbolick,, can- 
not rule, and be true to his Religion, ( which he may ſuppoſe 
does oblige him to an Eſtabliſhment thereof by all the ways 
and means of his Church, though never ſo deſtructive to 
ours ( but it will be to the Hurt, not Good-of us who are Pro- 


'reſtants) hath been pleaſed to withdraw himſelf from his Go- 


vernment, to make us more quiet and happy ; We are in all 
Gratitude to acknowledg his Piety, Goodneſs, and Condeſcenticn 
to be ſo much, as very few of his Subjects could ever have 
ſuſpected : But if it be out of another Mind he hath done ir, 
We have ſtill more Reaſon to bleſs Almighty Ged, who dors 
often ſerve .his Providence by Mens Improvidence ;, and cutting 
off Mens Ends from their Means, he uſes their Means to his 
own Ends,” when he is pleaſed to work Deliverance for « 
People ; as he hath at this Seaſon, ſo graciouſly and wonder- 
fully done for Us, that there is nothing more ncedful, even 
to the moſt ſcrupulous Conſcience, than an bumble and awful 
-« ==> in the Divine Connſel, to give Satisfattion in this 

[cer. 
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King FAMES the Firſt his Opinion 
ota Kins, of a T rranrt, and] 
of the Engliſh Laws, Rights and 
Priviledges. In two Speeches ;. T he 
Firſt to' the Parliament 1603, the 
Second 1609. 
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In bus Speech to the Parliament 160 3, heexpreſſeth 
himſelf thus : | | 


ference that 13 betwixta Rightful King and an- Uſurping 
Tyrant, 1s in this : That whereas the proud and-ambitt- 

ous Tyrant doth think his Kingdom and People, are only or- 
dained for fatisfaftion of his Delires, and unreaſonable Appe-. 
tites 3 The Righteows and Fuſt King doth by the contrary acknowleds 
himſelf to be Ordained for the procuring of the Wealth and. Proſpe- 
rity of his People ; and that his great and principal worldly Felictty, 
miſt conſiſt in their Proſperity, If you be Rich, I cannot be Poor ;, 
if you be Happy, I cannot but be Fortunate : Ard l proteſt, 
your Welfare ſhall -ver be my greateſt Care and Contentment: 
And that 1 am a Servant, it is moſt true, that as I am Head and 
Governour of all the People in my Dominion, who are my na- 
tural Subjet=, coniidering them in diſtint Ranks: So if we 
will take in the People as one Body 3 then as the Head us or- 
dained for the Body, and net the Boay for. the Head, ſo muſt 4 
MY | | | Kighteows 


I Do acknowledg that the ſpecial and'greateſt Point of dif- 
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"Righteo:u King know himſelf to bs ordained for his People, and nt 
his People for Him, 

Whcrefore I will ncyer be aſhamed to confeſs it my princi- 
pal Honour to be the great Servant of the Common-Wealth ; 
and ever think the Proſperity,thereof to be my greateſt Feli- 
licity, &c. | 


Dn — 


In bis Speech to the Parliament, March 2 1. 1 609, 
he expreſſeth himſelf thus : 


I* theſe our Times we are to diſtinguiſh betwixt the State of 
: Kings in the firſt Original, and between the State of ſertled 
Kings and Monarchs, that do at this Time Govern in Civil 
Kingdoms: For even as God, during the Time of the Old 
Teſtament; ſpake by Oracles, and wrought by Miracles; yet 
how ſoon it pleaſed him to ſettle a Charch, (which was Bought 
and: Redeemed by the Blood of his only Son Chriſt ) then was 
- there a Cefſation of both : He ever after governing his Church 
and People within the Limits of his reyealed Will. So 1n the 
firſt Original of Kings, whereof ſome had their beginning by 
Conqueſt, and me by Eleition of the People, their Wills ar 
that Time ſerved for-a Law ;, yet how ſoon Kingdoms began 
to be ſettled in Cirtlity and: Policy, their did Kings fet down 
their Minds by Laws, which are proper'y made by the King 
only; but at the Rogation of tlie People, the King's Grant 
being obtained thereunto ; and io the King. came to be Lex lo: 
guens, a ſpeaking Law, after a ſort binding himſelf by a double 
Oath to the Obſervation of the Fundamenta! Laws of ' tis King -- 
dom: Tacitly, as by being a King, and ſo bound to protect, 
as well the People, as the Laws of biz King om; and-exprelly 
by his Oath at his Coronation :, Soas every juſt Emg ina fer- 
tled Kingdom is bound to'obſerve that Paftion madeto his Pea- 
ple by his Laws, in framing his Government agreeable there- 
unto, according to that Pattion which God made with Noah at- 
terthe Deluge : Hereafter, Secd-tine and Harveſt, Surmer aud! 
Winter, Cold and Heat, Day and Night ſhall not ceaſe, ſo leng as 
the Earth remains, - And tiereſore a Kimg Governing in 4 fertle 
, King gems 
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Kingdom, leaves tobe a King, and degenerates into a Tyrant, as 
Joon a4 he leaves off to rule according to his Laws, In which Caſe 
the King's Conſcience may ſpeak unto him as the poor Willow 
ſaid to Ph:lip of Macedon, Either Govern according to your 
Law, aut ne Rex ſis, or ceaſe to be King 3 and tho no Chriſtiag 
Man ought to allow any Rebellion of People againſt their Prince, 
yet doth God never leave Kings unpuniſhed when they tran. 
greſs theſe Limits. For in that ſame Pſalm where God ith 
to King:, Yos Dis eſtis, Te are Gods ;, He immediately thereafter 
concludes, But ye ſhall die like Men : The higher we are placed, 
the greater ſhall our Fall be ; Ur caſus ſic dolor, as the Fall, fo 
the Grizf, the taller the Trees be, the more in danger of the - 
Wind ; and the Tempeſt beats ſoreſt upon the higheſt Moun- 
tains. Therefore all Kings that are no Tyrants, or Perjured, will 
be gladto bound themſelves within the Limits of their Laws; and they 
that perſwade them the contrary, are Vipers and Peſts, both againſt 
them and the Common-Wealth, For it is a great difference be- 
twixt a King's Government in a ſettled Eſtate, and what Kings 
in their Original Power might do in Individio vago. As for my 
part, I thank Gcd I have ever given good proof. that 1 never 
had Intention to the contrary : And I am ſure to go to my 
Grave with that Reputation and Comfort, That never King was 
in all his Time more careful to have his Laws duly obſerved, 
and himſelf to govern thereafter, than l. 

That Juſt Kings will ever be willing to declare what they will 
do, if they will not incur the Curſe of God. I will not be con- 
tent that my Power be diſputed upon, but I ſhall ever be willing 
to make the Reaſon appear of all my Doings, and rule my 
Actions according to the Laws. 

And afterwards ſpeaking of the Common Law of England, which 
ſome conceived he contemned, ſaith ro this purpoſe , 'That as a King, 
he had leaſt cauſe of any Man to diſlike the Common Law ; for 
no Law can be more favourable or advantageous for a King ; 
and extendeth further his Prerogartive than it doth ; and for a 
King of England to deſpiſe the Common Law, is to negle@ his 
own Crown. I1t is true, that no Kingdom in the World, but 
every one of them hath their own Municipal Laivs agreeable to 
their Cuſtoms, as this Kingdom hath the Common Law. Nay, 
lam fo far from diſallowing the Common Law, as-1 proteſt 
that if it were.in my Hand to chuſe a new Law for this Kings 
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- dom,1 would not only prefer it before any other National Law, 
but even before the very Judiciat Law of Moſes, for convenien- 
cy to this Kingdom 2t this Time, tho in another reſpe& I muſt 
fay, both our Law, and all Laws elſe are very infcrjour to that 
Judicial Law of Gcd ; for no Book nor Law 1s perfect nor free 
from Corruption, except only the Book and Law of God. An@ 
therefore 1 could with that ſome Corruptions might be purged 
md cleared in the Common Law, but always by the Advice of 
Parliaments ; for the King with his Parliament here are Abfc- 
lute, in making or forming any fort of Laws, 

Firſt,” | con'd with that ir were written in our Vulgar Lan- 
guage ; for now It is an old mixt corrupt Language, only vn- 
derſtood by Lawyers : Whcreas every Subject ought to und-r- 
ſtand the Law under which he lives ; fince it is our Plea againſt 
| thePapilts, that the Language in God?s Service ought not to be 
in an Unknown Tongue, according to the Rule in the Law of 
Aoſes. That the Law ſno:1d be mritten in the Fringes of the Prieſ?s 
Garment, and ſhou'd ve piiblickly read in the Ears of all the People ; 
ſo me- thinks ought our Law to be made as plaia as can be to 
the People, that the excuie of Ignorance may be taken ſrom 
them for confo: ming themſelves thereunto. 

Next, our Common Law hath not a fettled Text, beins 
chiefly grounded vpon old Caſtoms, which yon call Reſpon/z 
Prudentum — [ could with that ſome more certain were 
ſet down in this caſe by Paritament : fer fince the Reports 
themf-lves are not are net always ſo binding,” but that divers 
times Judges do diſcla:m them, ard recede from the Jadgm:re 
of their Predeceſtors: It were good that upon a mature d-!i- 
beration, the Expoſition of the Law were ſet down by Act of 
Parliament, and ſuch Reports therein confirmed, az were 
thought fir ro ſerve for Law in all times hereafter, and fo the 
People ſhould not depend upon the bare Vpiaions of Judges,. 
and uncertain Reports, 

And laſtly, there be in the Law contrary Reports and Pre- 
cedents; and this Corruption doth likewite concern the S:2- 
tutes and Ads of Parli:ment,. in reſpect. there are divers crots: 
and cuffing Statutes, and. ſome ſo penr'd as they-may bz taken 
in_divers, yea contrary Sences.. And-therefore could-1 wiſh: 
both thoſe Statutes and Reports, as well in the Parliament, as: 
: Common Lw, to be.once. materially reyviewed.and.reconciled, 

| And: 
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And that not only Contrarieties ſhould be ſcraped ont of cur 
Books, but that even ſuch Penal Statutes as were made but for 
the uſe of the time ( for breach whereof no Mau can be free ) 
which do not now agree with the condition of this our time; 
might lixewiſe beleft our of our Books, which under a tyran- 
nous and avaricious King could not be endurcd. 

Ard this Reformation might, we think, be made a worthy 
Work, and well deſeryes a Pariiament to be ſet of purpoſe 
for it, &c. 

And a to the Point of Grievances tells them, T hat there are two 
ſpecial Cauſes of the Peoples preſenting Grievances to their 
King in time of Parliament. 

Firſt, For that the King cannot at other times be ſo well in. 
formed of all the Grievances of his People, as in time of Par-- 
liament, which is the Repreſentative Body of the whole Realm. 
Secondly, The Parliament is the higheſt Court of Juſtice, and 
therefore the fitteſt place where divers Natures, of Grievances 
may have their proper Remedy, by the eſtabliſhment of good 
and wholſome Laws : Wherein he addrelles himſelf eſpecially 
to the Lower Houſe, who as repreſenting the Bedy of the Peo- 
ple, may, as it were, both Opportune & Inopportune, in Seaſon, 
and out of Seaſon , I mean, either in Parliament as a Body, 
or out of Parliament as private Men, preſent your Grievances 
unto me. 

I am not to find fault that you inform your ſcives of the par- 
ticular Grievances of the People : Nay, I muſt tell you, ye can, 
neither be juſt nor faithful to me, or to your Countries that truſt and 
emplcy you, if you do not ;, for true Plaints proceed not from the 
Per ſons employed, but from the Body repreſented, which is the Peo- 
ple. Andirt may very well be, that many Directions and Com- 
miions juſtly given forth by me, may be abuſed in the execy- 
Lion thereof upon the People, and yet 1 never receive Informa- 
tion, excePptit come by your means at ſuch a time as this is. 
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Propoſals to this pre 1 Convention, for the perpes 

tual Security of p xg Religion, ft bh 
Liberty of the Subjefts of England. FHumbly 
Offer d by the Author of the BREVIATE. 


whole Nation, from the -happy Agreement between 
the Two Houſes, in that great Point before them, the 
Vacaney of the Throne ;, | cannot but crave Pardon and leave 
to put the Repreſentatives of the Nation in remembrance, that 
though this Yacating of the Throne opens io large a Door to 
our Great and many Deliverances, yet our laſting Security is 
not intirely compleated here. and that therefore they baulk not 
the next Point, which is as ſtoutly to be allerted, viz. That the 
Power now of ſetling the Government, and filing the Vacancy, is 
reverted to the Community, whereof they are the Repreſentatives. 
This is an opportunity we are like never to have again in the 
World ; and a Precedent ought to be made for the Ages to 
come. It is not to be thought, after an Agreement on the 
firſt Point, but that this Convention is willing to inveſt the 
Prince of Orange with the Government, during his Life 3 (for 
they ſay, both the Princeſſes are willing it ſhould be ſo, and no 
prejudice to either : ) But how this can be orderly done, until 
the Power be aſſerted ; let the Wiſdom of the Nation conſider, 
and lay it well to Heart. 
. - There is One main objection. If the Convention chooſe a 
King and Queen at this Time, then will the Government be for 
ever Eleftive, But this is a great Miſtake : for, we muſt know 
it is the Conſtitution of a Government, which makes it Elefive or 
' Hereditary, and not One Afual Choice, or ſingle Precedent. 
This being ( note that well) by a Convention, not a Parlia- 
ment; whilſt in the preſent JunCture, that Vacancy in the 
Throne (which may never happen again to the End of the 
World,) leaves us no' other Expedient of reeſtabliſhing our 
Gevernment, then by Elefting Our Gevernour. 
When an Hereditary Kingdom is {et up that was none before, 
the Perſon on Neceſlity mult or Elc&tion at firſt; though 
| | at 


\ Fter the Great Bleſſings that ſeem deſigned for the 
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at the ſame time, the Compa& of Obedience to the Per- 
ſon ſo Elected, and to his Heirs in Succeſſion after him, may 
be ' ſuch, that what - at firſt was .in the peoples Power and 
Right to'give, after ſubmiſſion payed, will never lie in their 
Power to reſume back. The 'Cafe is the ſame here. And if 
we underſtand then, when it 1s reſolved, that the Throne is va- 
cant, or Government dilfolved, (which is all one) -the meaning 
is not, that the Conſtitution of the Government ts dillolyed ( for 
therefore isit ſo. warily expreſt) but the Government in the 
Adminiſtration. - It is Ellential to'Government to have pars Im- 
perans,. and-pars* ſubaita ; and the pars Tmperans failin'z (as in 
. our Caſe!) the Government 1s Not ; that's, it-is*diffolved fo, 
as there can be no'Exerciſe of it, till it be ſztled again : No. 
thing that the King can do, - or - Parliament can do, can vacate 
the Conſtitution : Ichs gh they both Derive from and hold by. 
Only the Community being thoſe, as firſt made it, (it mult be 
confeſt ) they can diffolve it, or Change it, if they think fit, 
The King hath not yet diſlolv'd.it, but the Convention ( being, 
upon the Diſſolution of the Government, in the Exerciſe 


calld this together, as Deputies of the Community, to'ſet that 
up,) may do ſo: or what is better ; they may confirm the Fun- 
damental Points of it, and mend -the reſt, as they ſee good. 
tt were then Adviſeable, .-both for the-Honour and Safety of the 
Nation, That the Convention did agree and declare, that the 
Government of England be ſtill an Hereditary Limited Monarchy , 
with this change _ that the Deſcent of the Crown, be bound 
is 


to a Proteſtant. - This ſalves the Obje&ion for ever. 
Be it agreed and declared again,that:tht Government be ſtill a 
mixt Government;and that the Supream Legiſlative Power with all 
the Rights and Properties of it, do, and ſhall lie in a Parliament. 
For Gods £ke and Your Countries, uſe your preſent- Ad- 
vantage left you mourn for the loſs of ſo favourable an offered 
Opportunity never to be regained: | 
- The Conftitution (I ſay ) of the. Government ſhould be conſi- 
dered and declared; and the .Power of this'Convention to dif. 
poſe of New Governonrs be allerted,. before 'the' aCtual Inveſti- 
ure of Any be concluded, if we reſolve to be true Subjects of 
England, or have any Regard to Our Selves, or our Poſterity, 
in a Concern fo valuable, as Generations toccome ſhall reap the 
Bleiing of it, and acknowledg the. Founders. 
| FIMNITS:; 


